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This study investigates the distribution of double passive constructions in
Korean using corpus data. In Korean, a double passive is a construction in which
a lexical passive suffix and the periphrastic passive marker -eojida co-occur on the
same verb stem. To date, double passive constructions have generally been regarded
as nonstandard expressions in prescriptive grammar. However, observations of authentic
language use indicate that they occur with relatively high frequency in a limited set
of verbs. This pattern suggests that double passive constructions may not simply
represent errors that can arise with any verb, but instead exhibit a lexically restricted
distribution.

To investigate this pattern, this study examines double passive constructions
in the National Institute of Korean Language Spoken Corpus. Specifically, it compares
the frequency of active and passive forms, as well as that of single and double passive
forms, for verbs in which double passive constructions occur. Through these
comparisons, the study examines whether double passive constructions exhibit a
lexically restricted distribution and discusses possible factors underlying this pattern.

By analyzing authentic language use, this study provides corpus-based
empirical evidence on double passive constructions, which have primarily been
discussed as nonstandard expressions in prescriptive grammar. In doing so, it
contributes to the existing literature by providing empirical evidence for a phenomenon
that has received relatively little attention.
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