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This study investigates the syntactic status and pragmatic functions of the 
Korean ‘-kes kathta’ construction by comparing it with the English ‘seem’ 
construction. Traditionally viewed as a simple modal marker or a grammatical 
collocation for conjecture, this paper argues that ‘kathta’ functions as a raising 
verb structurally and functionally analogous to ‘seem’, validating the availability of 
subject-to-subject raising constructions in Korean. Although previous studies  
denied this mechanism, Choi (2016, 2017) empirically demonstrated its validity 
using negative polarity item (NPI) clausemate conditions and subject honorification.

Syntactically, ‘-kes kathta’ resembles the ‘it seems that’ structure, but 
semantically and pragmatically, it parallels the ‘seem to’ structure. This pragmatic 
alignment occurs because contemporary Korean speakers frequently use ‘-kes 
kathta’ to express subjective evaluations based on immediate sensory or internal 
experiences. By doing so, speakers mitigate assertiveness and achieve 
conversational modesty, utilizing the construction as a hedge even for highly 
certain information. This effect is driven by information packaging: raising the 
embedded subject frames the proposition as a subjective topic-comment sequence 
rather than an objective declaration of fact. Ultimately, this comparative approach 
bridges the gap between the formal syntax and discourse utilities of ‘-kes kathta’.
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